
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 



For over 43 years, Volunteers for Youth
Justice (VYJ), a youth-serving non-profit
based in Shreveport, Louisiana, has been

providing diversion and intervention
programs for the local juvenile

justice system.



VYJ's community-based Teen Court Program
has been in operation for the past 28 years.

Seven years ago, VYJ ventured into the school-
based Teen Court setting as a means to 

prevent the school-to-prison pipeline. We seek 
to find ways to intervene with youth to

 prevent their involvement in the 
court system.



Lakeshore Middle School closed and
 Dr. Mitchell becomes Principal of Fair Park.

Fair Park opens as a middle school. 
We implemented Tribal Court, the 
first school-based peer court in the 
state of Louisiana.

Dr. Mitchell’s first year 
at Huntington which 
has a business and 
law magnet 
component. 

Implementation of Raider 
Court at Huntington.















































Total enrollment at Huntington 

continues to increase... Despite the decline in 

the number of high 

school students 

district-wide.



Raider Court was implemented in 

2018-2019
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“My experience in Raider Court is way better than I thought it would be. We take things 

serious and understand the impact that we have on our peers. We get to see first-hand 

how we can change a student’s perception of situations and of teachers also. I think that 

we are not only changing school behavior, but we are changing life perceptions too. 

We are making a difference. “ 

-Kayja Chitman

“Raider Court has surprised me honestly. At first, I didn’t think people would change. I’ve 

noticed once they come they don’t come back. That is because Raider Court actually 

works! Their (the respondents) behavior has changed. Their grades have improved. Raider 

Court has changed them for the better. Too bad it wasn’t around during 

my freshman year.” 

-Jewel Coleman

“Raider Court is one of the best things that has happened to Huntington. Raider Court 

helps the jurors and the respondent. I have done Tribal Court and Raider Court and this 

has made me consider being a lawyer even more. The respondent could change their 

behavior and take a different route in life. All in all, Raider Court has impacted a lot of 

people in the school and we are hoping to spread it across the world. “ 

-Jamarcia Taylor

“I love the impact Raider Court has made on the freshman and myself. Before Raider 

Court, I looked at freshman in a crazy “why are they like this” way. Now I understand them 

and get why they act the way they do. I actually have a connection with them and check 

in with them. Mostly, they check in with me and tell me their progress and I love that!”  -

Jamiya Lee



Contact Info

mailto:shonda.houston@vyjla.org
mailto:cbdeck@caddoschools.org
mailto:mamitchell@caddoschools.org
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