




The Perfect 
Storm

• School Funding Cuts

• Privatization through Charters and Vouchers

• War on the Teaching Profession



The Great Disinvestment









A WAR ON TEACHERS

Tenure, Tests, and Benefits



A Fourth Wave



The Lens of History



ADAMS AND JEFFERSON
Common Good, Liberty and Policy



Massachusetts Constitution of 1780: “It shall be 
the duty of legislatures and magistrates, in all 
future periods of this commonwealth, to cherish… 
the public schools and grammar schools in the 
towns.”

Virginia Bill of the More General Diffusion of 
Knowledge: “the most effectual means of 
preventing [tyranny] would be ... to illuminate . . . 
the minds of the people at large” and to do it “at 
the common expence of all.”



Northwest 
Ordinances of 1785 
and 1787

“schools and the 
means of 
education shall 
forever be 
encouraged.”



Failed Democracy









Restoring the Union: The Readmission of 
Southern States



CONFEDERATE STATES WITH EDUCATION CLAUSES



A New Branch of 
Government

• ALA. CONST. OF 1868 art. XI, §2 
(Superintendent election and office in 
the capital).

• ALA. CONST. OF 1868 art. XI, §5 (board 
”shall exercise full legislative powers in 
reference to the public educational 
institutions”).



Mississippi Constitutional Convention of 1890



Alabama Constitution 
of 1901

• Mandated Segregation in Place of 
Schools for All

• Authorized keeping local poll taxes

• Local discretion to facilitate 
segregation

• Altered powers of the state 
superintendent, removed board



Charles Hamilton 
Houston and the 
NAACP’s Strategy to 
End Segregation



The 
Constitutional 
Right to 
Education



Why Does It 
Matter?



States with Above Average Privatization of 
Public Education
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